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Introduction

« At GFAR held 4-6 December 2017 (Washington DC) - Nigeria, Swiss and World
Bank signed MoU for the repatriation of $322.5m recovered Abacha loot

- By Dec 18, 2017, the money was paid to Nigerian governmellt through the
Central Bank of Nigeria B R E PUNCH
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Ifeanyi Onuba, Abuja

The Federal Government on Tuesday confirmed the repatriation of the sum of $322.5m to Nigeria by
the Swiss Government as part of funds looted by the late former military Head of State, Gen. Sanni

Abacha.

The Minister of Finance, Mrs. Kemi Adeosun, confirmed the release of the fund in a statement issued
by her Media Adviser, Oluyinka Akintunde.
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The minister said the money was paid to the Federal Government through the Central Bank of
Nigeria on December 18, 2017.
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Utilisation of the Fund by Nigerian government

« The recovered loot was channeled to finance the National Cash Transfer
Program (Household Upliftment Program) under the Nigeria National Social
Safety Net Project (NASSP)

Household Uplifting Programme NCTO

Conditional Cash Transfer (HUP-CCT)

¥ =~ TRANSFER OFFICE

The Federal Government of Nigeria in partnership with the World Bank developed a social safety nets programme
for Nigeria in 2016. The project implementation is being executed by the National Social Safety Nets Project Cash Transfers
(NASSP). One of the components of NASSP s the National Cash Transfer Office (NCTO). NCTO is supervised by the

Federal Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs, Disaster Management and Social Development (FMHADMSD). It is

responsible for the implementation of the Household Uplifting Programme-Conditional Cash Transfers(HUP-CCT) HS AS0UTUS . HUBGE)
that caters for poor and vulnerable households across the country.
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Who Benefited

| ANNUAL DISBURSEMENT

The disbursement to beneficiaries of the cash transfer programme on a yearly basis from the

recovered $322.5m Abacha loot between 2018 and March/April 2022 is presented in the Table 2 ANEEJ monitored the utilization of
below. A total of #123,730,888,000 (equivalent to $335,918,457) was disbursed to the $322.5m recovered loot through

beneficiaries, #4,243,912,000 in 2018, #19,615,792,000 in 2019, #52,217,128,000 in 2020 th =
S P IR P SER RS ’ e MANTRA project. The fund
#43,042,456,000 in 2021 and #4,610,900,000 in 2022. In all, 268,568 beneficiaries were paid p 'l

across 19 States in 2018, 835,634 beneficiaries were paid across 32 States in 2019, and yleldEd an mterest Of $1 3,41 8,526-33
1,129,273 beneficiaries were paid in 34 States in 2020. In addition, 1,938,825 beneficiaries were ($322 5m + S13m — S335 9m)
paid across 34 States in 2021 and 1,940,004 beneficiaries were paid across 33 States in 2022.

Table 2: Recovered Abacha Loot Expenditure from 2018 to 2022

Year No. of Ben Paid No of States Amount Paid (N) Amount Paid ($)
2018 268,568 19 #84,243,912,000 $10,444,029.00
2019 835,634 32 #19,615,792,000 $63,901,884.00 s

Monitoring tates Total
2020 1,129,273 34 #52,217,128,000 $143,622,193.00 Period: Covered Amount Paid
2021 1,938,825 34 N43,042,456,000 $106,573,927.00 2018 - 2022 Over 1.9M 35 +FCT 3335.9M
2022 1,940,004 33 #4,610,900,000 $11,376,424.00

Total §123,730,188,000 $335,918,457.00 Fig 3: Summary of Recovered Abacha Loot Expenditure from 2018 to 2022
Source: NCTO 2023
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How beneficiaries of the cash transfer program used the

money

What did you do with the money?

Savings |l Others (Farming, renovate house,
2% 3%

Feeding, Education, Business, Health, W Business
Savings
26% _ MW Education

Business Feeding

64% . . . !
: B Feeding, Education, Business, Health, Savings
Feeding

3% M Savings

! Others (Farming, renovate house,
Education

2%
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MANTRA Intervention and Inclusion of CSOs in the Process

* The MANTRA project commissioned full scale, end-to-end
monitoring across Nigeria, ensuring that the money gets to
intended beneficiaries

e Both at upstream level and downstream

 Trained and engaged over 114 grassroots CSOs, over 1,456
field monitors made up of 959 males and 492 females

e Reached over 4,547 communities

e Conducted Over 30 grievance monitoring exercise including
Independent Investigations in partnership with NCTO to
Gombe, Osun, Anambra, Edo States
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MANTRA Project monitoring

In one situation, the money caused a problem between the
Caregiver (wife) and the Alternative (husband). In a particular
instance, the wife said that the husband was the one that filled
out the household form, and because of that, he feels the money
belongs to him. He always beat her and collected the money

from her anytime payment was made. Conflicts between
husbands and their wives in many States have been previously
observed and reported by ANEEJ.
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GFAR Principles - Principle 10: Inclusion of hon-government stakeholders,

such as CSOs in the asset return and disposition process

The originating MoU between
Nigeria, Swiss and the Worlid
Bank, recognized the
participation of civil society
in the monitoring of the cash
transfer program, in line with
GFAR Principle 10. ANEEJ
reached understanding with
Ministry of Justice to
monitor the utilization of
$322.5m recovered loot

ARTICLE 6
INCLUSION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS

The Federal Government of Nigeria shall engage, under modalities and terms of
reference agreed by the Parties, civil society organizations (CSO) to participate in the
monitoring of Targeted Cash Transfers where the Funds will be applied. Neither this
engagement nor the monitoring activities of CSOs will create any financial obligations
on the part of the Parties under this Memorandum of Understanding.

ARTICLE 7
INFORMATION SHARING

1. The Swiss Federal Council shall have access to all Proiect related documents
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GFAR - Principle 4: Transparency and accountabillity in the return

and disposition of assets

 ANEEJ in partnership with the Nigerian government ensured that there was transparency and accountability
in the return and utilization of the recovered asset, through extensive reporting
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$322.5m Abacha Loot: 748,684
households received N16.3bn in 4
months - MANTRA Report

A

GFAR Principles in Action: the
MANTRA Project’s
Monitoring of the
Disbursement of Abacha |l
funds in Nigeria

Being Independent Civil Society Field Monitoring Report of the
disbursed part of $322.5 million for the August/September 2018 Payment
Round of the National Cash Transfer Programme.
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GFAR - Principle 5 - Beneficiaries of returned Assets to be the

victims harmed by corrupt conduct

* The recovered loot was used to support the
poor and vulnerable. The beneficiaries were
victims of corruption and those harmed by the
underlying corrupt conduct. ANEEJ reports
have confirmed this position
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$322m Abacha Loot: Cash Transfer To Poor Homes To Begin In July
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The Federal Government says it will commence disbursement of the recovered 322 million dollars Abacha loot
through Conditional Cash Transfers (CCT) to 302,000 poor households in 19 states in July.

Poor Nigerians Receive N23.7billion from recovered
$322.5million Abacha Loot -MANTRA Report

BENIN CITY, NIGERIA. April 23, 2020.... Seven hundred and three thousand, five hundred and six
(703,506) poor and vulnerable Nigerians out of an enrolled figure of 834,948 targeted in the
Nigerian Social register received a total of 223,742,580,000 from the recovered $322.5million
Abacha Loot returned from Switzerland as at 31 December 2019 under the Conditional Cash

of Nigeria's Social Investment Programme (SIP). This figure excludes amount being
distributed to poor Nigerians as part of federal government's response to COVID 19 pandemic
covering the months of January-April 2020.

THE African Network for Economic and Environment Justice, ANEEJ, yesterday, revealed that the
$322.5million stolen funds from former Military Head of State Gen Sani Abacha between 2018-2022 has
been shared to 1.9million poor and vulnerable Nigerians.
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GFAR - Principle 9: Preclusion of benefit of offenders involved in the commission of corrupt offenses

The MANTRA project ensured that corrupt public
officials did not benefit from the disbursement of the
$322.5m recovered loot

Removal of public officials involved in corrupt practices
in Gombe, Osun, Anambra, Edo and other States through
ANEEJindependent investigations

Refund of illegal money deducted from beneficiaries of
the cash transfer program
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® Synergy and effective collaboration between civil society

organisations and the relevant government agencies
implementing the programme contributed to the successes.
This should be replicated in future.

® A good public awareness strategy was used by ANEEJ while

implementing the MANTRA project. This helped to clear the
confusion among some key stakeholders about the
authenticity of the programme and the entire process. In
subsequent programmes, this should be improved upon to
include quarterly updates and publication of newsletter
showing data of programme beneficiaries, their distribution,
payment updates, complaints, and its resolution
mechanism, as well as other information useful to the public
and beneficiaries.

® The framework for asset recovery and management globally
should always reflect a role for civil society organizations and
other independent monitors. This will make it easy for
independent monitors to engage in the process through
monitoring and reporting.

® Proper training of monitors helped to ensure that data

collection was effective in many instances. There were a few
instances where some of the monitors demonstrated lack of
capacity despite the training. In subsequent programmes,
those monitors that do not scale through the training
evaluation should be dropped.

® The engagement of monitors should be properly done
where the monitors enter contract with a monitoring
organization. Such a contract should be clear on role and
responsibility, code of conduct, remuneration and timeline
for the assignment. This is important to protect the
organization from improper behaviors by monitors.
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MANTRA at a glance

Total Abacha
Loot

Total States
Reached

Field
Monitors

Owver 1,459

Experience
Sharing at
International
conferences
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