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Introduction

• At GFAR held 4-6 December 2017 (Washington DC) - Nigeria, Swiss and World 

Bank signed MoU for the repatriation of $322.5m recovered Abacha loot

• By Dec 18, 2017, the money was paid to Nigerian government through the 

Central Bank of Nigeria
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Utilisation of the Fund by Nigerian government

• The recovered loot was channeled to finance the National Cash Transfer 

Program (Household Upliftment Program) under the Nigeria National Social 

Safety Net Project (NASSP)
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Who Benefited

ANEEJ monitored the utilization of 

the $322.5m recovered loot through 

the MANTRA project. The fund 

yielded an interest of $13,418,526.33 

($322.5m + $13m = $335.9m)
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How beneficiaries of the cash transfer program used the 
money 

Business
64%

Education
2%

Feeding
3%

Feeding, Education, Business, Health, 
Savings

26%

Savings
2%

Others (Farming, renovate house,
3%

What did you do with the money? 

Business

Education

Feeding

Feeding, Education, Business, Health, Savings

Savings

Others (Farming, renovate house,
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MANTRA Intervention and Inclusion of CSOs in the Process

• The MANTRA project commissioned full scale, end-to-end 

monitoring across Nigeria, ensuring that the money gets to 

intended beneficiaries

• Both at upstream level and downstream

• Trained and engaged over 114 grassroots CSOs, over 1,456 
field monitors made up of 959  males and 492 females

• Reached over 4,547 communities

• Conducted 0ver 30  grievance monitoring exercise including 
Independent  Investigations in partnership with NCTO to 
Gombe, Osun, Anambra, Edo States
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MANTRA Project monitoring
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GFAR Principles - Principle 10: Inclusion of non-government stakeholders, 

such as CSOs in the asset return and disposition process

The originating MoU between 

Nigeria, Swiss and the World 

Bank, recognized the 

participation of civil society 

in the monitoring of the cash 

transfer program, in line with 

GFAR Principle 10. ANEEJ 

reached understanding with 

Ministry of Justice to 

monitor the utilization of 

$322.5m recovered loot
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GFAR - Principle  4: Transparency and accountability in the return 

and disposition of assets

• ANEEJ in partnership with the Nigerian government ensured that there was transparency and accountability
in the return and utilization of the recovered asset, through extensive reporting

www.aneej.org   @aneejnigeria,    facebook.com/aneejnigeria    @aneej__nigeria

http://www.aneej.org/


GFAR - Principle 5 - Beneficiaries of returned Assets to be the 

victims harmed by corrupt conduct

• The recovered loot was used to support the

poor and vulnerable. The beneficiaries were

victims of corruption and those harmed by the

underlying corrupt conduct. ANEEJ reports

have confirmed this position
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GFAR - Principle  9: Preclusion of benefit of offenders involved in the commission of corrupt offenses
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The MANTRA project ensured that corrupt public 

officials did not benefit from the disbursement of the 

$322.5m recovered loot

Removal of public officials involved in corrupt practices 

in Gombe,  Osun, Anambra, Edo and other States through 

ANEEJindependent  investigations

Refund of illegal money deducted from beneficiaries of 

the cash transfer program
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Lessons 
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Images from the 
monitoring exercise

www.aneej.org   @aneejnigeria,    facebook.com/aneejnigeria    @aneej__nigeria

http://www.aneej.org/


MANTRA at a glance
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